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Weardale  Rural  District  Council 


Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1943. 


# 

lleiewith  I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1943, 
again  somewhat  abl)reviated,  in  view’'  of  present  war  conditiona 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  of  District,  99,652  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  9,755. 

Xuml)er  of  inliaoited  houses  at  end  of  year,  3,650 
Rateable  value,  £46,241. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £181  :  19  :  8. 

With  the  continued  demand  for  munitions  of  war,  employ¬ 
ment  has  again  l)een  good  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  area. 
The  Wolsingham  Steel w'orks,  where  ^vomen  as  well  as  men  are  now 
employed,  and  the  limestone  quarries  round  Frosterley  and  Stanhope 
have  all  been  working  well.  A  large  amount  of  iron  ore  and 
gannister  has  Ijeen  des])atched  from  upper  Weardale.  Wages  have 
been  high,  and  the  wage  earners  have  undoubtedly  had  more  money  to 
«pend.  There  has  been  no  poverty  or  financial  distress  amongst  the 
vast  majority  of  the  w'age  earners. 

In  the  eastern  and  more  low  lying  part  of  the  area,  there 
hae  Ijeen  further  increase  of  tillage  wdth  cormsponding  diminution 
of  meadow  and  ]>asture  land. 

The  Registrar-GeneraFs  estimate  of  population  for  the 
year  is  9,755.  ITiis  figure  is  173  less  than  tlile  estimate  for  1912. 
Although  many  of  the  julult  males  are  al^sent  on  military  service, 
there  has  Ijeen  a  big  influx  of  “unofficially”  evaeiuite<-l  jjeople 
from  dangerous  areas  of  the  north-east  coast  and  south  of  England. 

T  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  estimatefl  figure'is  too  low.  Very 
few  of  the  children  “officially”  evacuat«<l  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  are  now  in  the  area. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS. 


There  were  136  registered  births  (live 

and  still). 

Live  births 

133 

Still  Births 

...  3 

136 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Femalff 

Legitimate 

57 

65 

Illegitimate 

5 

6 

62 

71 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

2 

1 

On  an  estimated  population  of  9,755,  these  fiprures  give  a 
live  birth  rate  of  13.6  per  1,000  population.  This  is  higher  than 
last  year  when  the  rate  was  12.7  per  1,000,  but  it  is  still  considerably 
l>elow  the  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
year,  which  was  16.5  per  1,000. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  0‘.3  per  1,000  population,  which 
compares  favourably  with  a  still  birth  i*ate  of  0.5  ])er  1,000  for  tJie 
whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  total  birth  rate  (live  and  still)  was  13.0  per  1,000 
population. 

DEATtlS. 

135  deaths  ])ertaining  to  the  district  were  legistered 

Haile  72 

Female  64 

This  6gure  gives  a  death  rate  of  13.0  jer  1,000 
jHipulation,  which  is  higher  than  the  rate  of  12.1  per  1,000 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

I  am  glad  to  report,  for  the  sixth  year  in  .succession,  that 
thei^  has  not  been  a  single  death  from  puer{>eral  sepsis  or  othei' 
piieiperal  cause. 

INFANTILE  DEATPIS. 

There  were  2  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age.  This  gives 
an  infantile  death  rate  of  15  per  1,0<K>  registered  birtlis,  which 
('o<m])a.ies  favourably  with  an  infantile  death  rate  of  lit  jxm  l.Ot^t 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
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(H)  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths). 


Deaths  from  Oaneer  22 
Deaths  from  Measles  0 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  0 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  (under  2)  0 

I  do  not  consider  that  the  health  of  the  community  generally  has 

al‘^o'!^h  th  time  i'e«trioLns, 

li-u.  ^  immution  of  tats  in  the  dietaiy  may,  to  some  extent 

inf(»tMn '^*^' *****  i“tigue,  and  loweied  the  ix)wers  of  resistanre  tJ 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  Causes 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fever 
Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  diseases ... 

Infl  uenza 
Measles 

Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 
Infantile  Encephalitis 

13 -f  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (M) 

i  Cancer  of  uterus  (F)  ... 

^^ocer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
Cancer  of  breast  ... 

Cancer  of  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

Heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  ... 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis  ... 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 

I  uerperal  &  post-abortion  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  birth 

Congen.  malformation,  birth  injury  and 
infantile  diseases 
Suicide 

Hoad  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 

Total' 


15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 


Males. 

Females.  1 

71 

64  I 

0 

1  1 

0 

0  1 

0 

0  1 

0 

0  1 

0 

1  1 

1 

0  1 

0 

0  1 

1 

0  1 

2 

1  1 

0 

0  1 

0 

0  1 

0 

0  1 

1 

0  1 

0 

2  1 

2 

2  1 

0 

2  1 

5 

8  1 

1 

0  1 

8 

12  1 

17 

11  1 

3 

0  1 

8 

5  1 

2 

3  1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1  1 

0 

0  1 

1 

0  1 

0 

3  1 

3 

3  1 

0 

0  1 

0 

0  1 

1 

0  1 

1 

0  1 

1 

0  1 

0 

0  1 

2 

1  1 

9 

7  1 

71 

64  1 

6. 

Appended  are  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates  for  the 
preceding  seven  years 

Birth  rate  ]"er  1,000  Death  rate  per  1,000 


1936 

po])ulation. 

13.6 

})Opulation 

15.1 

1937 

14.5 

14.1 

1938 

15.6 

14.1 

1939 

14.0 

13.9 

1940 

13.3 

16.6 

1941 

14.2 

12.9 

1942 

12.7 

11.2 

1943 

13.6 

13.9 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

PUBLIC!  HEALTH  STAFF. 


MEDICAL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time), 

JAS.  BANNKBMAN,  M.B.(Edin) 

Tuber culosiis  Medical  Officer 
Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer 
School  Medical  Officer 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfaie  Medical  Officer 
Obstetric  Consultants 

OTHEB8. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  JAS.  Iv.  RIDLEl,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Lend., 

(whole  time). 

Veteidnary  Surgeon  "j  ^  -i 

Public  Analyst  I  Under  Durham  County  Council. 

Health  Visitor  .  ^ 


Under 

•  Durham  County 
Council. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  sputum,  throat  swabs  arid 
blood,  for  the  diagirosis  of  tuberculosis,  diilitheria  and  typhoicl 
fever,  respectively,  as  well  as  othe^  investigations  when  considei-ed 
necessary,  ai^  carried  out  at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  for 
all  practitioners,  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council.  The 
practitioners  in  the  area  avail  themselves  freely  of  this  privilege. 
During  the  year  83  such  examinations  w'ere  carried.  0T.it,  and  t  lo 
results  transmitted  to  me. 


Bacteriological  examinations  for  the  Isolation  Hospital  are 
carried  out  by  the  Clinical  Research  .Association,  Ijondon  1  hese  are 
mairdy  throat  swabs  During  the  year  41  such  investigations  were 
done. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Most  households  in  the  area  subscribe  5/-  per  annum  to  the 
Weardale  Ambulance  AssK>ciation,  whose  motor  ambulance  is 
stationed  at  St.  John’s  Cliapel.  This  payment  entitles  the  house¬ 
hold  to  four  free  journeys  to  or  from  hospital  in  the  year,  for 
bone- fide  stretchei’  cases  only,  i.ei  case®  that  canno't  be  transported 
by  car,  bus  or  train.  This  latter  proviso  is  very  important  and 
unfortunately,  has  not  been  strictly  adhered  to  in  the  past,  the 
fimbulancc  having  been  frequently  used  for  cases  that  could  easily 
have  travelled  by  other  means,  with  consequent  deterioration  of  the 
vehicle. 

The  quarry  workers  have,  through  their  union,  a  separate 
arrangement  for  the  service  of  a  motor  ambulance  from  Tow  Law, 
for  stretcher  cases,  and  the  pajunent  of  cai*  charge  or  bus  fai’e  for 
less  sei'ious  cases. 

The  vehicles  of  the  Weardale  Ambulance  Association  and  the 
Weardale  Isolation  Hosiiital  are  earaiarked  for  duty  with  our  local 
casualty  services  in  the  event  of  any  hostile  emergency.  The 

County  Council  have  placed  a  motor  ambulance  at  Wolsingham  for 
this  same  purpose. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  whole  of  the  area,  with  the  exception  of  the  sparsely 
inhabited  neighbourliood  of  Hunstanworth,  is  provided  with  district 
nurse-mid  wives,  working  under  local  associations.  These  are  all,  with 
the  exception  of  Stanhope,  whose  nurse  is  not  maternity  trained, 
affiliated  to  and  subsidized  by  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
Maternity  cases  at  Stanhope  ai'e  attended  by  a  County  Council 
midwife  stationed  there. 

TREaVTMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  in  operation  at- 
Wolsingham,  Stanhope  and  St.  John’s  Chapel.  A  Venereal  Diseases 
CJinic  at  Durham  and  a  Tuberculosis  CJinic  at  Bishop  Auckland 
are  available  for  the  district.  These  are  all  under  County  Council 
contiiol.  * 

HOSPITALS. 

Tliere  is  no  general  hospital  in  th|e  area.  By  far  the 
greater  j>art  of  the  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to 
the  Ib>yal  Victoria  Infirmarj",  Newcastle,  which  receives  a  fail- 
arrumnt  of  financial  suppmt  from  the  district.  A  centrally  situated 
Hiuall  <-ottage  hospital  wxmld  lie  a  priceless  lM)on  to  Weardale,  where 
•so  many  of  tlie  dwelling  lioui^es  are  so  small  and  utterly  unfit  for 
adequate  nursing  of  serious  medical  and  surgical  cases. 


8. 

The  former  Poor  Law  In«(titaitioii  at  Staiilio})e,  is  now 
a  well  staffed  Emergency  I  Hospital,  for  oh  ionic  feniale  cases  only, 
nnder  the  County  Public  Assiistaiice,  and  some  loc-al  cases  have  had 
the  benefit  of  this  hospital. 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

These  were  generally  satisfactory, and  no  new  work  was 
undertaken.  Minor  defects  were  attended  to  at  27  pjlaces. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERuAGE. 

In  regard  to  this  also  no  new  work  was  undertaken. 
Miiior  defects  weie  attended  to  in  29  instances. 

SCAVENGING. 

Each  village  in  the  area  has  now  got  a  regidar  system  of 
scavenging,  and  this  seems  to  have  worked  satisfactorily. 

CLOSET  ACCO'MiMODATION. 

Seven  ash-closets  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system  during  the  year.  There  are  now  in  tlie  areii  1171  water 
closets,  192  ash-closets  and  302  privy  closets. 

The  following  is  a  sunnnary  of  the  work  done  by  the 
sanitary  department  during  the  year  :- 

Informal  wriiten  N  uisances  abated 
notice  by  Inspector  after  notice 


Dwelling  Houses  -  structural  defects 

39 

39 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

20 

20 

Cowsheds 

59 

59 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

27 

27 

W,ater  Closets 

4 

4 

Blocked  Drains 

29 

29 

Water  Supply  Defects 

27 

27 

207  207 


SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

In  consequence  of  war  time  shortage  of  mateidals  and 
labour  no  new  dwelling  houses  weie  erected. 

My  attention  was  called  to  serLous  raining  in  at 
houses  at  Whitekirkley,  owing  to  rtK>f  defects.  Wo  got  in  touch 
with  tli<e  agent  of  tlie  property,  who  hiul  the  net'ot^siiry  repairs 
carried  out  foiThwith. 


9. 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK. 

I  had  to  investigate  8  oases  of  unclean  milk  sent  in  bulk 
frV3m  farms  in  the  area  to  large  towns,  one  of  these  being  a  second 
offence  in  the  year.  The  greater  part  of  the  milk  pr^uced  in 
the  area  is  now  being  sent  to  towns  by  motor  lorries.  Many  of 
our  dairy  farmers  are  now  employing  cleaner  methods  than  of  yore, 
and  it  is  most  encouraging  to  see  the  excellent  reports  that  many 
of  them  get  as  tio  the  purity;  of  the  mflh  supplied.  But  it  is 
imp>ossiable  to  shut  one’s  eyes  to  tlie  fact  that  many  of  our  dairy 
farmers  are  extremely  “conservative”  in  their  attitude  towards  the 
adoption  of  modern  clean  methods  in  milk  production. 

159  inspections  of  dairies  and  byres  were  made.  We 
managed  to  get  improvements  in  the  way  of  bettei-  lighting  and  ■ 
ventilation  carried  out  at  several  places. 

Demonstrations  of  clean  milk  production  were  given  by 
Mi  ss  Jones,  the  County  Dairy  Instructress,  at  Frosterley,  Stanhope 
and  Ilunstanwoith,  and  I  tiust  this  propaganda  work  may  have 
leneficial  results. 

I  paid  ^veral  visits  to  the  bottling  depot  of  the  local 
Co-operative  Society  at  Stanhope,  without  finding  any  serious  cause 
of  complaint. 


MEAT  SUPPLIES,  Etc. 

Because  of  war  time  regulatiionis,  we  are  still  having 
to  do  without  our  old-time  locally  reared  good  leef,  mntton  and 
f)ork  ,  no  slaughtering  being  peimitted  in  the  area.  In  15 

instances  your  Inspector  had  to  certify  that  food  consisting  of  tinned 
meats,  margarine,  butter,  ham,  bacon,  fish,  cheese  and  vegetables, 
wfis  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalance  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 


I  received  2G0  notifications  of  infectious  disease,  and  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  half  of  these  were  excejitionally  mild  causes  of 
measles,  which  becaime  epidemic  in  Wolsingham  and  Stanhaj.e. 
There  were  no  deiiths  from  this  epidemic. 


JTie  28  s<yirlet  fever  cases  wei-e  scatteiefl  throughout  the 
area.  All  of  these*excej>t  2,  living  in  remotely  situated  dwellings, 
were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where  they  all  rnade^a 
recr)very.  The  11  cases  of  dij^hflieria  were  all  tjoated  in 
hospitfil,  also,  with  one  fatal  result.  /Hie  2  cases  of  typhcxid 

fever,  CK-eurred  near  to  St.  John’s  Chapel  ;  one  of  tlujwe,  which  Jiad 
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been  removed  to  hospital,  proving  fatal.  The  outbreak  of 
dysentery  was  confined  to  a  family  near  to  Eastgate,  and  all  made 
a  good  recoveiy. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  ...  . 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

23 

21 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

11 

11 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

25 

0 

0 

0 

Mlcstslss  •••  •••  *  •  •  ••• 

178 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

Typhoid  fever 

6 

2 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

8 

0 

/A 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 
Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

1 

^Totsil  •  •  •  •  •  • 

260 

33 

6 

DTPHTIIEiRIA  IMMUNIZATION. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  I  tompleted  an  immnnization 
campaign  which  you  authorized  in  Octoler,  1942.  I  attendel 
St  John’s  Chapel,  Westgate,  Eastgate,  Rookhope,  Hunstanworth, 
Stanhope  Council,  Stanhope  Barrington,  Crawleyside,  Frosterley, 
Wolsinghara  Grammar  School,  Wolsingham  Catholic  School  and 
Thornley.  Wolsingham  Council  School  required  three  visits.  I  also 
paid  2  visits  to  Edmonbyers  village  where  there  is  not  now  an  element¬ 
ary  school.  These  immunization  sessions  were  all  advertized  before  hand 
in  the  diflferent  villages.  The  total  number  of  children  immunized 
in  this  campain  was  242,  and,  in  addition, a  small  ^  number 
done  \yy  me  at  my  I'esidence.  I  estimate  that  slightly  o^el 
per  cent  of  the  children  have  now  been  immiunized.  It  is  imjiossi  e 
to  get  100  pel-  cent  res:]x>nse  when  cranks  and  faddists  are  tolei- 
ated,  and  under  the  cimimstances,  I  think  we  can  regard  oin 
effoi-t.  in  this  direction  as  faily  satisfactoiw.  Fix>m  the  teai  lois 
I  received  most  helpful  assistance  in  cariying  out  this  work,  and 
I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them. 
re<eived  much  ap]U'eciated  help  from  several  of  youi  menial's, 
and  to  them  I  am  also  grateful. 
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During  the  ye^r  yon  sanctioned  a  scheme  I  put  forward 
for  obtaining  the  collaboration  of  local  practitioners  in  this  work 
of  immunization.  It  was  subsequentlv  found  advizable  to  modify 
this  scheme  so  as  to  bring  in  all  the  local  practitionei  s,  and  this 
amended  scheme  was  put  into  operation  as  from  1st  January,  1944, 
J'he  doctors  receive  their  immunizing  material  from  me,  and 
neoeiyed  a  fee  of  2/6  per  injection,  for  which  they  rendei'  thei:' 
acccmnt  half-yearly. 

TUbDRCULOSIS. 

I  received  15  notifications,  14  pulmonary  and  1  iion- 
pulmonary.  The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  2,  both 
pulmonaiy.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  schedule  of  causes  of 
death,  on  page  5,  shows  one  death  due  to  }  ulmonary  tubercul¬ 
osis,  th/is  being  the  Eegistrar-Gile(nerars  figure  .  The  othei* 
death  was  not  included,  probably  on  account  ot  the  wording  of 
.the  death  certificate.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate  for  the  aiea 
wais  .2  }>er  1,030  ]>opulation. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respln 

itory 

No 

Respii 

n- 

'atory 

Respii 

•atory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  . 

1  . 

5 

15  . 

25  . 

. 

15  . 

55  . 

65  and  upward  ... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

P 

I  ulal.s  ,,, 

10 

4 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

CASUALTY  SERA' ICES,  Etc. 
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These  were  maintained  in  an  efficient  state.  Combined 
praotioes  Aver©  held  at  Wolsiiigham  and  Stanhope.  Mr.  Peart 
was  appointed  equipment  officer  in  place  of  the  late  Air.  TTogarth. 

Ai^rangementsi  have  l>een  completed  for  the  utilization  of 
the  cattle  market  at  Wolsingham,  and  tlie  former  tramp  ward  at 
Stanhope  for  mm'tuary  ]m:rposes,  in  case  the  necesis.ity  should  arise. 

A  Prisoners  of  War  Camp  has  been  erected  at  llarperley. 

T  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


JAS.  BANNERMAN. 


